Practice example of integration between Siolta & HighScope:
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“Reflecting Children’s Environments”
The above photographs illustrate part of the physical community in Ballymun and how through Siolta and High  Scope implementation this has been incorporated in to settings in a positive & meaningful way for children, with photographs of ‘The towers’ being displayed in the construction area of the learning environment. 
Both High Scope & Siolta, support best practice which indicates that curriculum development and learning happens in a social and cultural context and work has taken place to reflect children’s home and community environments within their Early Years setting. Other photos which reflect places and objects of significance to the children, including ‘Family Wall’s’ are also displayed within the environment to provide a meaningful context for children’s learning. 
As the Ballymun community is experiencing a physical regeneration, settings have increased materials which reflect this, for example ample construction toys such as blocks, diggers and builders bibs & hats in the role play area. Curricular provision is planned, based on children’s interests and play experiences, materials & equipment give them an opportunity to make sense of their changing surroundings, all of which are supported by adults. 
This practice meets elements of Siolta standard 2 Environments which asks “Could you give an example of how the environment is appropriate to the needs of children of different abilities & cultural backgrounds”. (Component 2.2) and also Standard 14 ‘Identity and Belonging’ which indicates that ‘the setting promotes a confident self and group identity through the provision of an appropriate environment, experiences and interactions within the setting’ (Component 14.2)
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